
Park Commission Meeting Minutes 
Winter Meeting, Fiscal Year 2016-17 

December 8, 2016 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The winter meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. on Thursday, December 8, 2016 by 
Commission Chair John Eppert with Commission members present as follows: Cliff McCormick 
and ex-officio member Roger Hershey.  Jolie Austin, Dan Pierce, Zach Gall, Gail Price, Matt 
Beem, and ex-officio member Judge Jack Gant were absent.  Eric Urfer, Director and Tamara 
Bennetzen, Administrative Specialist III were present representing Parks | Recreation | Tourism 
staff.   
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Tabled due to lack of quorum. 
 
Chair Comments 
None. 
 
Director’s Report 

 ETC Survey – Mr. Urfer presented the results of the 2016 citizen satisfaction survey.  He 
informed the Commission that overall satisfaction had declined in some areas without a 
clear explanation as to why.  To gain a better understanding, staff will prepare a more 
detailed survey, have the Park Commission vet the questions, then run the survey on 
Survey Monkey.  Because the original citizen satisfaction survey is randomly mailed to 
citizens throughout the community, some who may have never used our Parks and 
Recreation facilities and services may have provided responses.  In order to distinguish 
between individuals responding based on experience and those with general opinions, 
Mr. Eppert suggested the first question on the detailed survey be to ask the respondent 
if they have used our facilities and/or services in the past two years. 

 Budget Plan – Mr. Urfer informed the Commission that he and his staff will begin budget 
preparation for fiscal year 2017-18.  He will present the Commission with preliminary 
budget information at their next meeting, scheduled for January 19, 2017.  Mr. Eppert 
requested that staff provide the Commission with an executive summary along with the 
detailed budget information. 

 Social Media – Mr. Urfer agreed, upon request from Park Commissioners, he will 
provide factual information about Parks/Recreation/Tourism matters when issues are 
posted on various social media outlets. 

Old Business 
None. 

 
New Business 
Next Meeting – Thursday, January 19, 2017 

 
Adjournment 
With no other business appearing before the Park Commission, this meeting adjourned at 6:15 
p.m. 


